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Taking Things for Granted 
By Steve Stalnaker 

 While laying around recovering from my broken leg I 
contemplated plenty of lessons presented by the acci-
dent. I pray that I have the wit, and enough of God’s 
grace, to take those lessons to heart. 

 Some of those lessons are profound, others not so 
much. One giant lesson I’m constantly being exposed to is 
not to take anything for granted. You often don’t know 

what you’ve taken for granted un-
til you don’t have it.  

 A hot shower. I didn’t get to 
shower until five days after my ac-
cident. The hot water cascading 
over my head, shoulders and sore 
leg was a delightful experience. 
That hot shower was probably a 
relief to my caregivers, as well. 

 Going to the bathroom unassisted – another activity 
I’d taken for granted. I had to prove to my physical thera-
pists that I could stand up from the wheelchair – being 
sure not to put weight on my broken leg – turn (“pivot” in 
PT parlance), sit down, do my business, stand back up, 
“pivot” again and get back in the wheelchair safely and 
without any assistance. Until I could demonstrate this, I 
had to have an observer – a safety person – in case I fell. 
This was plenty of incentive to follow their rules (I know 
readers are shocked I would want to follow the rules) and 
get “certified” quickly so I could go home. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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From the Pastor  

Sunday School Resumes 
11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other… 

1 Thessalonians 5:11a 

 The COVID-19 pandemic kept us away long enough. Greenwood returned to modi-
fied in-person worship services, with continued live streaming, in late June 2020. But 
there were so many restrictions: no choir, and our services were shorter. Additionally, 
we did not have in-person meetings, indoor events, or 
fellowship dinners.  

 Thankfully 2022 brought an end to restrictions of 
gathering together in-person. We had our first Easter 
Egg Hunt celebration in three years this past April, a sit-
down lunch to celebrate three years of pastor and peo-
ple at the end of June and, starting in October, we will 
have the return of Adult Sunday School and monthly 
Wednesday night Fellowship Dinners. 

 I am especially excited about the return of Adult 
Sunday School because the members of Greenwood 
UMC have not assembled together in-person to study 
since March 2020. So, it will be bittersweet to start 
fresh and with a new format, one class, beginning Sun-
day, Oct. 16 at 9:30 a.m. in Greenwood’s Fellowship 
Hall. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Greenwood’s October  
Communion Offering: 

UMCOR  
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Brunswick Stew Sale and Fall Fair 2022 
By Glenda Stalnaker 

 Greenwood’s annual fund raiser returns this month! 
Our Brunswick Stew Sale and Fall Fair is set for Saturday, 
Oct. 29 at 9 a.m. Don’t miss this fun, food and fellowship 
extravaganza! 

 The Fair will feature the usual three fundraising 
efforts: Brunswick Stew, Bake Sale and Silent Auction. 
You can help with any or all of these. All proceeds from 
the Fair will go to support Greenwood’s missions and 
expenses. 

 Brunswick Stew: Stewmaster Harry Shuler needs vol-
unteers to help prep the stew ingredients, starting at 11 
a.m. on the Friday before the Fair in the Fellowship Hall kitchen. There we’ll cut up 
chicken, potatoes and other delectables that make up our World Famous Brunswick 
Stew. Then, at 12:30 a.m. Saturday morning, Harry needs folks to help stir the stew. 
We’ll start filling the quart containers at around 9 a.m. 

 Bake Sale: search your recipes for your favorite baked goods: cakes, pies, fudge or 
whatever. Bring the finished products – with a recommended price – to the Fellowship 
Hall by 9 a.m. on the day of the Fair. 

 Silent Auction: got something around the house you think might be attractive to 
someone else – jewelry, trinkets, knick-naks or whatever? Bring it to the Fellowship 

(Continued on page 12) 

P r a y  a n d  G o  Wa l k  
 Join us on Sunday, Oct. 16 at 1 p.m. as we continue to walk 
the neighborhood, stop and pray in front of each home (25), 
and leave a door hanger which says, “We prayed for you!” Eve-
ryone is welcome – wear comfortable shoes. 
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Greenwood Learning Center 
By Trish Hayes 

 The Greenwood Learning Center (GLC) has been super busy every day after school. 
Every one has homework to do every day, even the kindergartener! We have already 
earned six out of 100 hearts of kindness for the year.  
 We have made cards for our church friends that have 
needed extra blessings and grandparents cards for all of our 
grand friends. We really enjoy making cards for others and 
sharing our hugs; please let us know when there is someone 
who could use one of our special cards. 
 We also help set up the food on Friday for “Food Con-
nect” if our parents haven’t picked us up yet. For October we 
are planning on making homemade dog treats — “Pumpkin 
and Honey” — to take and share with the animals at the Henrico Animal Shelter along 
with any other used towels and blankets we can round up. The Animal Shelter is always 
in need of these things. The last time where were able to visit the Shelter was back in 
2019. 
 Of course we all look forward to dressing up and eating candy and doing crafts that 
come with Halloween. 

Prayer Request Email 
For prayer requests only: greenwoodprays@gmail.com 

Monitored daily by Pastor Josette; all emails in strict confidence. 

FunRaisers Pickles 
 Pickles! The FunRaisers are selling sweet and dill pickles again this year 
for $7/pint. Please contact Betty Ritchie by phone at 804-266-5747 or see 
her at church on Sunday morning to place your order. All proceeds go to 
the church. Thanks for helping out. 

mailto:greenwoodprays@gmail.com
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Greenwood — Laurel Park  
Charge Conference  

Thursday, Oct. 6, 7 — 9 p.m. 
Mt. Pisgah UMC, 

1100 Mt. Pisgah Drive in Midlothian. 

Medicare Update 

eHandbook 
Downloaded from medicare.gov 

 Check out the new 2023 Medicare & You 
eHandbook!  The eHandbook is easy to search or 
download, so you can quickly find what you’re 
looking for.  

 Starting this month, shop and compare 2023 health and drug plans in your area. 
You can make changes during Medicare’s Open Enrollment Period, Oct. 15 — Dec. 7. 

Opioid Addiction Help 
 While prescription opioid pain medications can help treat pain after surgery or an 
injury, they carry serious risks like addiction. If you or a loved one are struggling with 
opioid addiction, Medicare covers treatment services that can help. 
 These services help people with Medicare recover from opioid addiction and in-
clude medication coverage (like methadone, buprenorphine, and naltrexone), counsel-
ing, drug testing, individual and group therapy, and more. Certain services, like coun-
seling and therapy, are available both in-person and virtually. 
 Click here to learn more. 
 The first step is talking with a doctor about treatment options, and where to go to 
get help. People with Medicare can also visit Medicare.gov and select their state to 
find local treatment programs. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDkuNjM0NjQ3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZWRpY2FyZS5nb3YvcGxhbi1jb21wYXJlIn0.cT5KDjQHoh8eZlEpaHoUZiB5xbat132chEEK6fvSEj0/s/622189654/
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/opioid-use-disorder-treatment-services?utm_campaign=20220915_gmd_prv_gal&utm_content=english&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Page 6 October 2022 

 

GUMC Stewardship 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also – Matthew 6:21 

 Greenwood is grateful for the continued generous giving by disciples and 
friends. Stewardship is a personal, spiritual discipline that goes beyond neces-
sary financial support. When everyone prays for the Holy Spirit's guidance in 
practicing this discipline, the needs of the church are met. 

 Each of us should prayerfully consider what to give, not only financially, but our 
time and talent as well – fully using our gifts from the Holy Spirit in support of the body 

of Christ. Pray also in thankfulness to God that He 
meets our personal needs, while enabling us to sup-
port His Church. 

 Regardless of what's going on around us, Green-
wood’s financial needs must be met. Each week we 
need $2,489 to support Greenwood's missions and 
operating expenses. Last month, we averaged 
$1,723 each week, or 69 percent of our budget. The 
table at left shows each Sunday’s giving. 

Greenwood Stewardship 
September 2022 

Date Present Giving  

Sep. 4 27 $2,643 

Sep. 11 41 $1,442 

Sep. 18 21 $1,726 

Sep. 25 28 $1,081 

Bag Lunches!  
Homemade chicken salad on roll, homemade applesauce, chips, 
banana pudding. $8/bag. Order yours on the sign up sheet in the 

Narthex. Pick up after worship on Oct. 23. 

T r u n k  o r  T r e a t   
 Oct. 31, 4 to 6 p.m. hosted by Aggie’s Attic at Laurel Park UMC, 
2700 Hungary Road. Sign up to participate as a decorated and candy 
filled car with Susan Johnston at ksngal@aol.com. 

mailto:ksngal@aol.com?subject=Trunk%20or%20Treat
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Henrico County Bond Issue  
Downloaded from the Henrico County Website 

 Henrico County voters will have the 
opportunity to participate in a bond refer-
endum to approve more 
than $511 million in fund-
ing for proposed county 
capital projects as part of 
the 2022 general elec-
tion. The bond issue in-
cludes funding for new 
and renovated schools, 
firehouses and parks. 

 The bond referendum 
will appear as four ques-
tions on the ballot, with a 
separate question for 
each project category: schools; recreation 
and parks; fire stations and public safety 
facilities; and stormwater drainage. Voters 
may cast a “yes” or “no” vote for each of 
the four questions; individual categories 
can be approved or rejected. Approval of a 
category by a majority of the votes cast 
authorizes the county to contract debt and 
issue its general obligation bonds to fund 
the projects. 

 See the project category pages for the 
referendum questions as they will appear 
on the ballot, as well as the proposed pro-
jects and their funding amounts; only the 

questions will appear on the ballot.  

 The public will have opportunities to 
ask questions about this 
Bond Referendum at a 
Community Meeting on 
Tuesday, Oct. 4 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the Henrico 
Western Government 
Center, 4301 E. Parham 
Rd., Henrico.  

 Henrico County ab-
sentee voting is ongoing 
and will continue 
through Saturday, Nov. 
5, with options for voting 

absentee, in-person and for returning 
completed ballots to secure drop boxes 
installed in each magisterial district. Coun-
ty polling locations will be open from 6 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 8. 

 For additional voting information — 
including how to register or update an ad-
dress, how to apply for an absentee ballot, 
locations of drop boxes and polling sites, 
deadlines and more — check with Hen-
rico’s Voter Registration and Elections 
Office or call (804) 501-4347. 

https://henrico.us/bonds/
https://henrico.us/registrar/
https://henrico.us/registrar/
https://henrico.us/registrar/
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October Scriptures  

Oct. 2 Lamentations 1:1-16; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10. 

Oct. 9 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Psalm 66:1-12; Luke 17:11-19. 

Oct. 16 
Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104, or Psalm 19; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 

18:1-8. 

Oct. 23 Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14. 

Oct. 30 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4;  Psalm 119:137-144;  2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; 

Luke 19:1-10. 

Food Donation Connection 
October Pick Up Rotation 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 5: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Oct. 6: Susan Johnston; 
Friday, Oct. 7: Josette Franklin. 

Wednesday, Oct. 12: Charley Banks; Thursday, Oct. 13: Gay and Bob Stapleton; Friday, 
Oct. 14: Glenda and Steve Stalnaker. 

Wednesday, Oct. 19: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Oct. 20: Susan John-
ston; Friday, Oct. 21. Josette Franklin. 

Wednesday, Oct. 26: Charley Banks; 
Thursday, Oct. 27: Gay and Bob 
Stapleton; Friday, Oct. 28: Glenda 
and Steve Stalnaker. 
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 I have selected the book Becoming Sage: Cultivating Meaning, Purpose, and Spirit-
uality in Midlife for the Adult Sunday School class. In this book, author Michelle Van 
Loon challenges those in midlife and beyond to continue pursuing radical spiritual 
growth. She explores what the unique challenges of midlife can teach us about Jesus 
and how to think about everything from church, friends and family, to money, bodies, 
and meaning. Don’t settle for a life of coasting. Revitalize your spiritual growth today. 
And join the Adult Sunday School class in October.  

 Each week the Adult Sunday School class will cover one chapter. The topic for dis-
cussion will be announced prior to each Sunday’s class. Discussions will be informal, 
listening and faith-sharing from personal experiences, as students participate as they 
feel comfortable. And don’t worry, the class will stay open for all adults to join any of 
the sessions.  

 Dr. James Calderone is excited to facilitate this wonderful study. He and his wife 
Annette come to us from Northeast Pennsylvania. Dr. Calderone is an ordained priest, 
a retired university professor, and prior to teaching served as a social worker. We are 
so happy he has chosen to make Greenwood his new church home. 

 Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how to provoke one another to love 
and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encour-
aging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Please don’t 
miss out on this gathering. God is up to something! 

 The Sunday School study book, Becoming Sage: Cultivating Meaning, Purpose, and 
Spirituality in Midlife, if purchased using Amazon Prime, has free shipping at a cost of 
$15.89 (includes tax). I will be facilitating an order using Amazon Prime. So please call 
the church office (804-266-5341) or send me an email at josettefranklin@vaumc.org to 
make payment and place your order no later than Friday, Oct. 7. You can purchase the 
book on your own as well in paperback or Kindle formats. 

Peace and blessings to all, 

— Pastor Josette Franklin 

(Continued from page 2) 

Adult Sunday School  

mailto:josettefranklin@vaumc.org?subject=Sunday%20School%20Book
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Taking for Granted  

 All this and many other unpleasant or uncomfortable ac-
tivities served to remind me not to get complacent, not to 
take things for granted. 

 But despite all these slings and arrows, I was able to keep 
in mind one thing that we can take for granted: God’s love 
for each of us. As the Apostle Paul writes to the Romans: 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor de-
mons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 8:35 – 39, NIV 

 And that’s much more comforting to me than being able to take a hot shower on 
my own. 

 See you in church. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fellowship Dinners Return!  
 Join us Wednesday, Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Greenwood Fellow-
ship Hall for the next Fellowship Dinner. Pulled-pork BBQ, baked beans, 
cole slaw, dessert, fellowship and fun! Let us know how many places to 
reserve for you by Sunday, Oct. 9. Fill out the form in the bulletin on 
Sunday and drop it in the offering plate, or call (804-266-5314) or email 
(admin@gumcva.org). Don’t miss the Return of Fellowship Dinners! 

mailto:admin@gumcva.org
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Brunswick Stew Sale!  

Hall by Thursday, October 27 along with a recommended starting bid. Remember the 
old saw: “One man’s junk is another man’s treasure.” Contact Glenda Stalnaker at 804-
755-6767 for more information. Note that again this year, the Friendship Quilters have 
contributed a beautiful quilt for the Silent Auction. 

 Finally, come to the Fair and bring money. You’ll be able to purchase stew, bakery 
items and bric-a-brac from the Silent Auction while helping promote Greenwood’s mis-
sions. 

 Costs of stew ingredients and materials have gone up by 
$160 over last year, so the price of stew quarts has risen al-
so: this year it’s $10 per quart. You can order yours in ad-
vance by calling the church office (804-266-5341), emailing 
the office (admin@gumcva.org) or filling out the form in the 
weekly Greenwood Grapevine and dropping it in the offering 
plate on Sunday. Advanced payment for advanced orders 
would be very welcome. 

 As we get closer to the Fair date, more opportunities for you to contribute to 
Greenwood’s outreach may arise. Stay tuned to the church website or the weekly 
Grapevine for updates. 

 See you at the Fair on Saturday, Oct. 29. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Greenwood’s Women’s Circles 
 The Ruth Circle will meet Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 1 p.m. in the home of Jean Mowatt. If 
you are interested in good fellowship and a Bible study, give Adamarye a call at 804-
690-9808. 

 The Willing Workers Circle are renewing their “Teacher of the 
Month” recognition for Longdale Elementary School teachers. We’ll 
meet at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 6 at the church. 

mailto:admin@gumcva.org
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Greenwood Church Family  
Birthdays 

Finnley Loving ................................. 10/4 
David Stanley .................................. 10/6 
John Butler .................................... 10/13 
Carlos Rios ..................................... 10/15 
David Shuler .................................. 10/20 

Amy Yeary ..................................... 10/21 
Taylor Stapleton ........................... 10/22 
Kimberly Shuler ............................ 10/26 
Charley Banks ............................... 10/31 

 

Don’t see your birthday or wedding anniversary in The Twig Bender and would like to 
have us publish it? Send your dates to admin@gumcva.org or call the church office at 
804-266-5341; likewise, let us know if you’d like your birthday or anniversary removed. 

Tw i g  B e n d e r  
is a publication of Greenwood United Methodist Church 

Office Phone: 804-266-5341 
Office email: admin@gumcva.org 

10040 Greenwood Road, Glen Allen, VA 23060 

In-Person and Virtual Worship: 11 a.m. Sunday  

Pastor:  Pastor Josette L. Franklin 
 Phone: 804-238-9318  
 Email: josettefranklin@vaumc.org  
Office hours: 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Tuesday — Friday 
Fax:  804-266-2019 
Education Building Phone: 804-266-6668 

Lay Leader: Lewis Daniel 
Acting Music Director: Jackie Schultz 
Twig Bender editor: Steve Stalnaker 
Web site: www.gumcva.org 

© 2022 Greenwood UMC — all rights reserved 

Anniversaries 

Jim & Lorrie Bowie ......................................................................... 10/18 

mailto:admin@gumcva.org
mailto:admin@gumcva.org
mailto:josettefranklin@vaumc.org
mailto:www.gumcva.org


 

 

Greenwood United Methodist Church  
October 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
10 a.m. Elec-

tronics  
Recycling 

2 Commun-
ion Sunday 

11 a.m. Wor-
ship 
 

3 
Techies Day 

4  
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 
1 p.m. Ruth 

Circle 
Meets 

5 Yom Kip-
pur 

World 
Teacher’s 
Day 

6 
5:30 p.m. 

Willing 
Workers 
Circle meets 

7 p.m. Charge  
Conference 

7 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

8 
Nat’l Motor-

cycle Ride 
Day 

9 
11 a.m. Wor-
ship  
Fellowship 

Dinner 
Reserva-
tions due 

10 Columbus 
Day 

Indigenous 
Peoples 
Day 

11 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 

12 
6:30 p.m. 

Fellowship 
Dinner 

13 USN 
Birthday 

7 p.m. Rich-
mond  
Beekeep-

ers  

14 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

15 
8 a.m. 

LPUMC Fall 
Fair 

16 
9:30 a.m. 
Sunday 
School 
11 a.m. Wor-
ship 

17 
Bosses Day 

18 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 
 

19 
Evaluate  
Your  
Life  
Day 

20  
Int’l Chefs 
Day 

21 
Twig Bender 

Deadline 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

22 
Nat’l Fossil 

Day 

23 
11 a.m. 
Wor-

24 
Nat’l Bolo-

gna 
Day 

25 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 

26 
Nat’l Mince-

meat Day 

27 
Navy Day 

28 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

29 
9 a.m. 

Brunswick 
Stew Sale 
and Fall 
Fair 

30 
11 

a.m. 
Worship 

31 
Hal-

loween 
4 p.m. 

Friendship Quilters 

October is Adopt a Shelter Dog Month 
And Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
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Our Mission 

The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Matt. 28:19 

 Our Vision 
Loving — Growing — Serving 

Mark Your Calendars 
Nov. 6  ................................................................................. Daylight Saving time Ends 
Nov. 11  .................................................................................................. Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 17 ............................................................................... Great American Smokeout 
Nov. 24 .............................................................................................. Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 27 ..................................................................................... First Sunday of Advent 
Dec. 7 ....................................................................... Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Dec. 19 ......................................................................................................... Hanukkah 
Dec. 21 ................................................................................................. Winter Solstice 
Dec. 24 ................................................................................................... Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25 ...................................................................................................Christmas Day 
Dec. 31 ........................................................................... Watch Night/New Year’s Eve 

Sunday Worship 
Every Sunday at 11 a.m. at Greenwood  

And on Zoom (click here) or dial 301-715-8592 

Meeting ID: 829 5710 1589; password: 929829 

Also on Facebook Live 

Tuesday Prayer Call 
Every Tuesday, 8 to 8:15 a.m. on Zoom (click here) or dial 301-715-8592 

Meeting ID: 851 1374 4202; password: 452446 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957101589?pwd=aEtEUk91VmNhQllVZWpGMEVLSHhqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85113744202?pwd=cTUrNjVGK3NXM1hBTUV4OUVjS2FIZz09

