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Our Nation — Lord, Heal Our Land 
The Greenwood and Laurel Park Church Families, GLC, 

Joel Attanasio, Roger Eckwright, Daryl Hudson, Charlie Jones,  
Kellie Kelebe, Patty Prout, Riley Patteson, Raymond Ritchie, Betty Ross, Lacye Ryan,  

Dante Sessoms, David and Carroll Shafer, Willis Sheffield, Robbie Smith,  
Karen Thomas, Robbie Tyree, Richard Walker’s Family, Catherine Wallace,  

Adam Womack, Jennifer Yeary 
Greenwood prayer request email: greenwoodprays@gmail.com 

Greenwood’s Still Got It! 
By Steve Stalnaker 

A s the year winds 
down, some folks 

don’t find much to cele-
brate in 2022. But others 
of us find many victories 
about which to rejoice. 
And here’s one: in 2022 we 
welcomed a number of 
new additions to the 
Greenwood Church Family. 

 I’ve written before that 
the hardest thing about moving is finding 
a new home church. Related to that must 
be finding a new home church when the 
one you’ve been attending for many years 
closes. In the UMC, if your church closes, 
the conference will assign your member-
ship to another church. But, you’re free to 
choose your new home church. That’s 

what happened to some of 
our new members.  

 Other new additions to 
our church family came to 
Greenwood for one reason 
or another and stayed. Still 
others have been mem-
bers of the Greenwood 
family for years and this 
year went through Confir-
mation and joined the 

church as full, adult members. And one 
former member of the family returned to 
Greenwood. 

 What’s impressed these new chums 
about Greenwood that made them decide 
to stay? Almost everyone remarked about 

(Continued on page 10) 

mailto:greenwoodprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayers
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 When I moved to Richmond in June 
2019 to begin this new chapter of my life 
as a pastor with the Virginia Annual Con-
ference of the United Methodist Church, I 
changed the intro of my Facebook profile 
to Isaiah 4:19a. It says, “I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?”  

 This verse encouraged me during my transition and continues to be a reminder to 
me that God is up to something. It reminds me to stay strong and to stay on the path 

no matter what things look like. I have been 
afraid, indecisive, and even had to, as they say, 
“fake it till you make it.” But I keep going. I have 
to let go of the past, evolve, be open, be teacha-
ble, be humble, be intentional, give myself 
grace, and answer the call even when I feel un-
worthy. Gratefully, God reminds me that God 
loves me, that God created me for God’s glory 
and that God will not leave me.  

 Isaiah 43 is a message God proclaimed to 
Israel, to affirm they were created by God, that 
they belonged to God, and that God would not 
only be with them, but that God would always 
fight for them, and intends to save them, no 
matter what things look like, to not be afraid. 
They were admonished to not dwell on how 
God did things in the past, but to perceive the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Greenwood Learning Center  

Busy December  
By Trish Hayes, GLC Director 

 Wow! What a busy and quick month December has been. The kiddos were busy 
making presents for their parents and friends, and of course, keeping up on their 
school work. With all the excite-
ment in the air of Christmas just 
right around the corner it was 
very hard for to stay still and get 
everything done.  
 We would like to thank eve-
ryone who donated for our hat 
and sock drive. Big hugs go out to 
those wonderful Santa’s elves 
who donated supplies and funds 
so we were able to make gifts 
and presents for our parents, 
teachers and friends. A special 
thank goes out  “Nana Jo” who came in and made sure Miss Dorothy would not be ‘out 
numbered’, when I was out sick and stuck at home trying to get better.  
 Everyone at Greenwood Learning Center wants to wish you and your family a 
blessed New Year. 

The kiddos working hard on decorating their 
‘cinnamon applesauce’ gingerbread men. 

Greenwood’s January Communion Offering: 
Pastors Discretionary Fund 
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GUMC Stewardship 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also – Matthew 6:21 

 Stewardship is a personal, spiritual discipline 
that goes beyond necessary financial support. 
Each of us should prayerfully consider what to 
give, not only financially, but our time and talent 
as well – fully using our gifts from the Holy Spirit 
in support of the body of Christ. Pray also in 
thankfulness to God that He meets our personal 
needs, while enabling us to support His Church. 

 Regardless of what's going on around us, 
Greenwood’s financial needs must be met. Each 
week in 2022, we needed $2,489 to support 
Greenwood's missions and operating expenses. In December, we averaged $3,446 
each week, or 140% percent of our budget. The table above shows each Sunday’s giv-
ing. 

Greenwood Stewardship 
December 2022 

Date Present Giving  

12/4 29 $2,301 

12/11 35 $1,640 

12/18 50 $8,533 

$1,556 White Christmas   

12/25 35 $1,011 

Scholarships Available! 
 The United Methodist Church’s General Board of High-
er Education and Ministry (GBHEM) has scholarships to 
help United Methodist students further their education. 

 Currently, there are over 70 scholarships available that 
cover undergraduate and graduate level studies. Encour-
age students and grads you know to apply today. Applica-
tions are open now through March 23. 

 GBHEM’s Office of Loans and Scholarships provides mil-
lions of dollars in scholarships to students every year. Fi-

nances should never be a barrier to answering one’s calling in life. GBHEM is here to 
help students follow the educational path that’s right for them. For more information, 
check out https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/. 

https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/
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Curbside Recycling Changes Coming 
 The Central Virginia Waste Management Authority (CVWMA) is changing curbside 
recycling service, effective July 1, 2023. These newly contracted procedures will en-
hance recycling services for thousands of 
customers. 

 Recycling bins (tubs) are being phased 
out. Recycled items in tubs will no longer 
be collected beginning July 1. Henrico, 
Goochland and Hanover households par-
ticipating in CVWMA’s curbside recycling 
program as of July 1 will automatically receive new 96-gallon recycling carts. One cart 
per household will be delivered in the spring 2023.  

 Beginning July 1, all recyclables must be placed inside the CVWMA-provided cart 
for collection. Items placed outside the cart will not be collected. Recyclables in per-
sonal containers (tubs or bins) will no longer be collected. 

 Readers who may already have a cart and don’t need a second one, click here to 
notify CVWMA. Fill out this form  to notify CVWMA that you do not wish to have a sec-
ond cart. Let them know by April 1, 2023. 

The New Collection Requirements Include: 

• Bins are being phased out and will no longer be collected as of July 1, 2023. 

• All recyclables must be placed inside the CVWMA cart. Items placed outside the 
cart will not be collected. 

• Personal containers will no longer be collected. 

Items Not accepted for recycling include: 

 Plastic bags Plastic bagged recyclables Styrofoam 
 Aluminum foil Shredded paper Hoses or cords 

 Food-contaminated items such as pizza boxes Electronics 
 Electronics Recycling: Electronics may not be recycled through the curb side bins. 
Go to the Securis website for recycle locations and details. 

https://cvwma.com/decline-new-cvwma-recycling-cart/
https://securis.com/
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Communion Elements 
 Pre-packaged, already-consecrated Communion elements are available for those 

not planning to attend  in-person Communion services. Pick up ele-
ments Wednesday through Friday at the Greenwood church office, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. during the last week of each month for the next 
month’s Communion. 

 Every now and then I get bored with the format or appearance of a document, a 
publication or something else I’m editing, and I get the itch to change. This time, I’m 
changing the look of the Twig Bender. 

 Changes include a new color scheme (n/a to those of you getting this by mail since 
we print it in black and white). Also, we’ve formatted the front page differently: our 
ministry of prayer is now displayed across the bottom of the page and we moved the 
table of contents inside to page 2. We also moved the box about the monthly Com-
munion offering from the bottom of page 2 to page 3.  

 Other than that, it’s still the well-written, exquisitely edited, world-famous Twig 
Bender you count on each month for Greenwood news. And that is what is more im-
portant to us: communicating with the People of Greenwood. To that end, I’d like to 
hear from you about whether or not we are, in fact, communicating with you. I’d also 
like feedback on the new look and on any features you’d like us to do away with; fea-
tures like the monthly Scriptures, birthdays and anniversaries, etc. – you know, the reg-
ular stuff we feature each month. 

 Let us hear from you. Talk to Pastor Josette or to me, call the office at 804-266-
5341 or email us at admin@gumcva.org. 

 And finally, if you’re receiving the paper edition of this newsletter, consider opting 
out of mailing and read the Twig Bender online, where it’s in full, living color. See the 
article on page 14 for more details. 

Twig Bender’s New Look 
By Steve Stalnaker, Editor 

mailto:admin@gumcva.org?subject=Twig%20Bender%20Feedback
https://www.gumcva.org/twig-bender-archives
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Medicare Update 

Flu Shots and COVID Tests  
By the Medicare Team 

 If you haven't gotten your annual flu shot yet, there's still time. The flu shot is the 
best way to protect you and your loved ones against flu and its potentially serious com-
plications. 

 For better protec-
tion, the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) rec-
ommends people 65 or 
older get a higher-dose 
flu vaccine, if available. 

 You can get your flu 
shot and a COVID-19 vaccine, including the updated bivalent COVID-19 booster, at the 
same time. Go to Vaccines.gov to find COVID-19 vaccines and flu shots, including high-
dose flu vaccines, near you. 

 Remember that Medicare covers flu shots and COVID-19 vaccines at no cost to you. 

 As COVID-19 cases rise, it's important to stay safe this winter. Each U.S. household 
can now order four COVID-19 at-home tests shipped straight to their door at no cost. 
All you need to do is visit COVIDtests.gov and enter your contact information and mail-
ing address. 

 During the public health emergency, people with Medicare can also get up to eight 
over-the-counter COVID-19 tests each month at no cost. Find a participating pharmacy 
near you. 

 At-home tests, or "self-tests," give rapid results and can be taken anywhere, re-
gardless of your vaccination status or whether or not you have symptoms. Visit 
CDC.gov to learn when to test yourself, how to use an at-home test, and what your test 
results mean.  

https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://www.covid.gov/tests
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/testing.html
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January Scriptures  

Jan. 1  Matthew 2:1-12. 

Jan. 8  Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17. 

Jan. 15  Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42. 

Jan. 22  Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23. 

Jan. 29  Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12. 

Food Donation Connection 
January Pick Up Rotation 

Wednesday, Dec. 28: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Dec. 29: Susan John-
ston; Friday, Dec. 30: Josette Franklin. 

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Charley Banks; Thursday, Jan. 5: Gay and Bob Stapleton; Friday, 
Jan. 6: Glenda and Steve Stalnaker. 

Wednesday, Jan. 11: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Jan. 12: Susan John-
ston; Friday, Jan. 13: Josette Franklin. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Charley Banks; Thursday, Jan. 19: Gay and Bob Stapleton; Friday, 
Jan. 20: Glenda and Steve Stalnaker. 

Wednesday, Jan. 25: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Jan. 26: Susan John-
ston; Friday, Jan. 27: Josette Franklin. 

Wednesday, Feb. 1: Charley 
Banks; Thursday, Feb. 2: 
Gay and Bob Stapleton; 
Friday, Feb. 3: Glenda 
and Steve Stalnaker. 
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new thing God was doing.  

 I am excited about 2023 only because God is still up to something. And because 
God is, I can keep becoming and perceiving the new thing God is continuing to do!  

 When I was a child, I learned how to sing and play on the piano the song “I Am a 
Promise” written by the Christian songwriting team, Gloria and William J. Gaither. The 
song affirms my possibilities, that I am a promise and a great big bundle of potentiality. 
My favorite lines though are, “I can go anywhere that he wants me to go, I can be any-
thing that He wants me to be, I can climb the high mountains, I can cross the wide 
Sea.”  

 Since 2019 I go wherever God wants me to go, and I am becoming who God wants 
me to be. And I have literally climbed high mountains and crossed wide seas in my 
travels to Greece and Turkey last year.  

 While I don’t know the details, I have great expectations of God, and I trust God 
with my life. I know 2023 is going to require a lot of me—but to whom much is given 

much is required. God requires my obedience, me doing 
the work, persevering, and believing that God is working 
all things out for my good.  

 In 2023, I want to be someone God can trust. I want 
to be courageous. And I want what God has poured into 
me, to bring glory to God. Who do you want to be?  

Peace and blessings to all, 

(Continued from page 2) 

God is Up to Something  

Greenwood’s Women’s Circles 
… are taking January off. Watch for updates on their activities in the 

February Twig Bender.  
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the welcoming friendliness of the People of Greenwood. Janet 
Pittman put it well: “I love Greenwood and the people here; they 

make me feel at home.” 

 New member Lucy Stephens said she and husband Tom were attracted to GUMC by 
“the way you can tell how much they care deeply for each other and others, too.” Lucy 
added: “we felt that we were ‘home’ when we first entered the sanctuary. We talked 
to Pastor Josette after the first service we attended and instantly felt we'd like to have 
her as our pastor. She took the time to talk to us and we loved how open she was in 
answering all our questions. There's nothing better than a Spirit-filled pastor.” 

 The Rev. Dr. Jim Calderone told me he was first drawn to Greenwood by our web-
site and stayed because of the friendliness and all the outreach ministries we had. 
Then Jim contributed his time to Greenwood’s outreach by leading an adult Sunday 
school class in November and December. 

 “The People of Greenwood made me feel welcome” said new member Donna 
Hunt, “I really love the pastor, she’s so energetic, has a great voice and I could go on 
and on.”  

 Seventeen years ago, after moving to Richmond and searching for a new home 
church, Glenda and I finally found Greenwood. We stayed here for the same reasons as 
those expressed by many of Greenwood’s 2022 newcomers: the People of Green-
wood’s friendliness and outreach. Despite the changes over the years, despite attrition, 
despite clergy changes, it’s uplifting to see that Greenwood is still the loving, caring, 
outgoing home we have come to love. It’s great to reaffirm that Greenwood is a church 
that lifts up Jesus the Christ as our Lord and Savior and preaches the Word of God. 

 God bless everyone in the Greenwood Church Family in the New Year and always. 

 See you in church. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Greenwood’s Still Got It 
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Is it a Cold, the Flu, or Allergies  
What Are Your Symptoms? 

*SYMPTOMS COLD ALLERGIES FLU 

Fever Rarely Never Usually 

Chills  Rarely  Never Usually 

Cough Often, Productive Sometimes Often,  
Nonproductive 

Body Aches Sometimes, Slight Never Usually,  
Often Severe 

Eye Irritation Sometimes Watery Often Rarely 

Headache Sometimes Rarely Usually 

Stuffy or  
Runny Nose 

Sometimes Often, Usually Clear 
Mucus 

Often, Usually  
Clear Mucus 

Fatigue or  
Weakness 

Sometimes Sometimes Usually, Moderate 
to Severe 

Sore Throat Often Sometimes Often 

Sneezing Often Often Rarely 

Chest Discomfort Sometimes, Mild to 
Moderate 

Rarely Often, Usually  
Severe 

Time of Year Year Round,  
Primarily Fall & 
Winter 

Year Round,  
Primarily Spring & 
Fall 

October-May,  
Primarily December
-March 

*Downloaded from Patient First website. Based on data from the Mayo Clinic and The 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  
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Go Paperless  
 If you’re receiving a paper copy of The Twig Bender through the snail mail (a.k.a. 
U.S. Postal Service), consider going paperless. Save Greenwood the cost of postage, 
paper, toner, labels, stickers and labor involved in printing, folding, stamping and mail-
ing out paper copies of our newsletter. 

 Remember, The Twig Bender is always availa-
ble online at the archives at Greenwood’s web 
site. And in living color, too. There you’ll also find 
newsletter archives going back through the be-
ginning of 2019 (and we’ll be adding more ar-
chives as the webmaster gets the time). 

 We realize, however, that many of us 
(including your editor) prefer a “hard copy” to 
hold in our hands while we read. That’s OK, and we’ll continue to publish paper copies 
of The Twig Bender. 

 To go paperless, email the church office at admin@gumcva.org, call the office at 
804-266-5341 or just tell your newsletter editor.  

 Likewise, if you no longer want to receive the monthly Twig Bender in any form – 
paper or by email – please let us know.  

 But, don’t select a paperless Twig Bender if you think paperless saves the environ-
ment. It doesn’t necessarily. Think about it:  

• Paper is a biodegradable, renewable, sustainable product made from trees.  

• Growing and harvesting trees provides jobs for millions of Americans.  

• Forests are good for the environment and provide clean air and water, wildlife 
habitat and carbon storage.  

• Thanks to improved forest management, we have more trees in America today 
than we had 100 years ago, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). 

 It’s your choice: paper or plastic … er … electronic. Let us know, please. 

https://www.gumcva.org/twig-bender-archives
mailto:admin@gumcva.org
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Greenwood Church Family  
Birthdays 

Linda Walker ..................................... 1/6 
Jeremy Coleman ............................. 1/10 
Patricia Davis Lawson ..................... 1/16 
Warren Murphey ............................ 1/20 

Kaye Powell ..................................... 1/20 
Jaliyah Shuler .................................. 1/26 
Jayden Shuler .................................. 1/26 
Betty Ross ....................................... 1/29 

Don’t see your birthday or wedding anniversary in The Twig Bender and would like to 
have us publish it? Send your dates to admin@gumcva.org or call the church office at 
804-266-5341; likewise, let us know if you’d like your birthday or anniversary removed. 

Tw i g  B e n d e r  
is a publication of Greenwood United Methodist Church 

Office Phone: 804-266-5341 
Office email: admin@gumcva.org 

10040 Greenwood Road, Glen Allen, VA 23060 

In-Person and Virtual Worship: 11 a.m. Sunday  

Pastor:  Pastor Josette L. Franklin 
 Phone: 804-238-9318  
 Email: josettefranklin@vaumc.org  
Office hours: 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Tuesday — Friday 
Fax:  804-266-2019 
Education Building Phone: 804-266-6668 

Lay Leader: Lewis Daniel 
Acting Music Director: Jackie Schultz 
Twig Bender editor: Steve Stalnaker 
Web site: www.gumcva.org 

© 2023 Greenwood UMC — all rights reserved 

Prayer Request Email 
For prayer requests only: greenwoodprays@gmail.com 

Monitored daily by Pastor Josette; all emails in strict confidence. 

mailto:admin@gumcva.org?subject=Newsletter%20Birthday/Anniversary%20List
mailto:admin@gumcva.org
mailto:josettefranklin@vaumc.org
mailto:www.gumcva.org
mailto:greenwoodprays@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request


 

 

Greenwood United Methodist Church  
January 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 New Year’s 
Day 

Communion 
Sunday 

11 a.m. Wor-
ship 

2 
Science  

Fiction Day 

3 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 
 

4 
Trivia Day 

5 
Twelfth 

Night 

6 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

7 
8 a.m. 
Men’s 
Breakfast 

10 a.m. 
Electronics  

8  
11 a.m. Wor-
ship 

9 
Clean Off 

Your Desk 
Day 

10 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 
7 p.m. 

Church 
Admin 
Council 

11 
Learn Your 

Name in 
Morse 
Code Day  

12 
7 p.m. Rich-
mond  

Beekeepers  

13 
Friday the 

13th 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

14 
Organize 

Your Home 
Day 

15 
11 a.m. Wor-
ship  
 

16 Martin 
Luther 
King, Jr. 
Day 

 

17 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 

18 
Thesaurus 

Day 

19  
Tin Can Day 

20 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

21 
Soup  
Swap Day  

22  
11 a.m. Wor-
ship 

23 
Handwriting 

Day  

24 
8 a.m. Prayer  
Call 

 

25 
Opposite 

Day 

26 
Spouses  

Day 

27 
Twig Bender 

Deadline 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

28 
Data Privacy 

Day 

29 
11 a.m. Wor-
ship 

30 
Croissant 

Day 

31 
8 a.m. Prayer 

Call 

    

Friendship Quilters 

January is  
National Hobby Month 
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

Jan. 16 ............................................................................. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Jan. 26 ..................................................... UM Day at the Virginia General Assembly 
Feb. 20 ............................................................................................... Presidents Day 
Feb. 21 ..................................................................................................... Mardi Gras 
Feb. 22 ............................................................................................. Ash Wednesday 
March 12 ...................................................................... Daylight Saving Time Begins 
April 2 .................................................................................................... Palm Sunday 
April 6 ............................................................... Maundy Thursday; Passover Begins 
April 7 ..................................................................................................... Good Friday 
April 9 .................................................................................................. Easter Sunday 
April 18 .......................................................................................................... Tax Day 

G reenwood  on  Facebook :  

www.facebook .com/gumcva  

G r e e n w o o d  V i s i o n  

Loving 
Learning to love and con-
nect with God and People 

 
» 

Growing 
Acquiring tools for being 

transformed into the 
image of Christ 

 
» 

Serving 
Participating in church 

ministry and community 
outreach 

Greenwood UMC Mission  
The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world. — Matt. 28:19 


