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God: The Master Engineer 
By Steve Stalnaker 

R eaders may remember 
that Glenda and I cele-

brated our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary back in April 
this year. For years we had 
planned on visiting Glacier 
National Park for our anni-
versary trip. We didn’t go 
in April because we were-
n’t going anywhere near 
any glaciers at that time of 
year – brrrr! We always 
intended to wait until July 
to visit the glaciers. 

Spoiler alert: Glacier National Park isn’t named for 
the 25 active glaciers there. It’s named for the 
glaciers that once covered the area to depths of 
tens of thousands of feet, that carved the tower-
ing mountain peaks and that left behind the gla-
cial valleys, lakes and other breathtaking scenery. 

 Flying to Montana, we drove our rented car first to 
Yellowstone National Park and then to Glacier. Geysers 
and glaciers. Spectacular, magnificent, stunning – the 
English language falls short of providing the right words 
to describe these mountains, lakes, waterfalls, hot 
springs and wildlife. 

 Throughout this trip we couldn’t help but be over-
(Continued on page 9) 
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From the Pastor 

T h e  Wa r  W i t h i n  
 There are many things easier said than done. Why? You may ask. Well, there are 
many reasons, but at the root is sin.  

 In his letter to the Romans the apostle Paul says this 
of inner conflicts:  “I do not understand my own actions. 
For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate.  So, I find it to be a law that when I want to do what 
is good, evil lies close at hand.” (Romans 7: 15, 21) As long 
as we are living in the world, we will not be free from the 
presence of evil, which is sin. Sin is always close at hand 
because of what happened in the Garden of Eden. Adam 
and Eve’s disobedience in the garden resulted in this con-
stant human struggle with sin.  

 This inner conflict, the war within, is not a battle we 
can fight on our own. It is not a battle we can win by the sheer force of our will, be-
cause the mind is also corrupt.  

 The world we live in presents many opportunities to fulfill our natural tendencies to 
sin. Self-righteousness, mean spiritedness, jealousy, greed, hate, slander, gossip, back-
stabbing, hypocrisy, just to name a few, creep into our everyday lives. At home with 
family, at work with co-workers, on the street amongst neighbors and strangers—we 
engage in these natural tendences often without realizing we are doing it and never 
naming our behavior. Which is why the inner conflict is so difficult to win. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Our August  
Communion Offering Goes to  

The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  
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School Supplies Drive Begins  
 As the Henrico public schools resume in-person classes, the people of Greenwood 
are taking up their traditional donated school supplies drive in support of the pupils of 
Longdale Elementary School. 

 You can find a list of needed supplies to donate in the narthex, at Greenwood’s 
website or on page 14. Virginia will hold a sales tax “holiday” Aug. 6 — 8 when you can 
buy school supplies and other items with no sales tax.  Check here for a full list of what 
will be sales tax exempt.  

 Bring your donations to the Greenwood Sanctuary by Sunday, Aug. 29 so we can 
get them all organized and delivered to Longdale before school starts on Sep. 8. 

Greenwood Education Ministries Return! 

After School Ministry is Now 
Greenwood Learning Center! 

 The Greenwood Learning Center — GUMC’s after school 
ministry — returns on Sep. 8, providing affordable Christian 
care for our neighborhood children.  

 You can help! Talk to Adamarye Patteson, Gay Stapleton or 
Pastor Josette to see how you can contribute to this vital, tradi-
tional Greenwood ministry. The GLC committee will meet 
Thursday, Aug.12 in the choir room at 10:30 a.m.  

https://www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday
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Join the Power of Prayer 
By Lewis Daniel, Greenwood Lay Leader 

 The Tuesday morning prayer time will be more effective with greater participation.   

 We have an abundance of folks and situations that we need to talk to God about. 
Yes, your personal prayer time is crucial, but the power of corporate prayer is also im-
portant.   

 Remember what Jesus said: “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 
with them.” (Matthew 18:20 NIV.) 

 Gathering together to share in our thanks and love for Jesus and to let one another 
know the healing power and saving grace of our Lord is just as critical now as it ever 
was. Please make every effort to join in the prayer time on Tuesday mornings at 8 a.m. 
and encourage others within and outside the Greenwood and Laurel Park families to 
join in also.  

 Also remember that voicing a prayer out loud during the call is never required. Your 
presence on the call and your willingness to listen and add the concerns that are men-
tioned to your own private prayers can help in ways you may not have thought of. 

 You can join the Tuesday prayer call on the telephone or on a computer, tablet or 
smart phone. The details are on page 12 and in every week’s edition of the Greenwood 
Grapevine. If this time and day does not work for you, please share that as well. 
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Annual Conference Report 
By Juanita Wade 

 I attended the 239th session of the Virginia Annual Conference (virtually) on Friday, 
June 18 and Saturday June 19 as a delegate for the Greenwood – Laurel Park charge. 
 The Conference was called to order by Bishop Sharma D. 
Lewis with the theme “United as One.”  Bishop Lewis wel-
comed the clergy and lay members to the session.  She also 
thanked the many people that had made these virtual ses-
sions possible. 
 Some of the highlights of the conference include: 

• On June 18, Lay Leader Martha Stokes talked about a 
book by Sister Joan Chidester.  The book dealt with 
us as clergy and lay leaders finding a new way to talk 
about our ministry.  As a team, we are all responsible 
for the outcome.  She stated we must stand witness 
to the pandemic of COVID. 

• Eight churches were discontinued: Arlington Forest UMC (Arlington District); 
Browns Chapel UMC and Pamplin City UMC (Farmville); Early’s Chapel UMC 
(Lynchburg); Fieldstone UMC (Roanoke); Jollett UMC, Mount Clifton UMC and 
Hebron UMC (Harrisonburg). 

• The four new faith communities that launched this year were:  Thalia UMC Mi-
cro Church Network in the Elizabeth River District; the mission at Washington 
Street UMC (James River); NOVA Missional Hub, (Rappahannock River and Alex-

(Continued on page 11) 

G o t  P i c k l e s ?  
 Get your homemade pickles – dill or sweet – only $7 per pint. 
Proceeds support the Fundraisers. See Betty Ritchie at church, call 
(804-266-5341) or email (admin@gumcva.org) the church office to 
order yours. Hurry up! Supplies are limited. 

mailto:admin@gumcva.org
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Communion Elements 
 Pre-packaged, already-consecrated Communion ele-
ments are available for those not planning to attend  in-
person Communion services. 

 Pick up elements Wednesday through Friday at the 
Greenwood church office, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the last 
week of each month for the next month’s Communion. 

 Have you been to the new Aggie’s Attic? Remember 
that Aggie had to move from the original store on Hun-
gary Road to Lakeside Avenue.  

 The move caused Aggie to downsize from 2000 to 
about 600 square feet at the new location. So, there’s 
not a lot of room to display her wares. We were im-
pressed with the array and variety of glassware, ceram-
ics and jewelry on display. 

 Aggie said that they sell a lot of ladies’ tops, kitchen 
gadgets and full linen sets. The real best sellers, she add-
ed, are unusual, unique items like wood or ceramic ani-
mal figurines. Other hot items include garden flags and decorations, flower pots, plant 
stands and the like. 

 If you’d like to contribute items to the Attic, Aggie is still accepting limited dona-
tions. But keep in mind there’s not much room. Aggie is selling donated furniture on 
Facebook Marketplace. Furniture contributions can be dropped of at the shed at Laurel 
Park UMC, by appointment. 

 The new Aggie’s Attic is located at 6913 Lakeside Ave, Richmond. They’re open 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday through Saturday. 

 Aggie thanks everyone for their support of this vital ministry. 

Aggie ’s Attic Update  
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G reenwood  on  Facebook :  

www.facebook .com/gumcva  

Greenwood Stewardship  
 Despite COVID quarantines and restricted gatherings, Green-
wood’s expenses still must be paid. Giving is down from last year. 
We need $2,424 per week to meet expenses. In July, our weekly 
giving average was $1,122 or 46% of what’s required. 

Limited Openings 
 Greenwood’s Trustees are now taking applications for a limited number of open-
ings on our grass cutting and weed eating detail. If you would like to volunteer for this 
uplifting opportunity, call Bob Stapleton at 804-672-8408 or email rbrtstaple-
ton@yahoo.com. 

August Grass Cutting Detail 
• Week of August 2 ...................................................... Harry Shuler 

• Week of August 9 ................................................... Bob Stapleton 

• Week of August 16 .................................................... Lewis Daniel 

• Week of August 23 .................................................... Harry Shuler 

• Week of August 30 ................................................. Bob Stapleton 

Greenwood Charge Conference  
 Greenwood’s 2021 Charge Conference is set for Wednesday, 
Oct. 27, from 7:00-8:30 p.m., at Lakeside UMC, 2333 Hilliard 
Road in Richmond. The Greenwood-Laurel Park Charge is 
grouped with 9-10 other churches in Cluster Six. 

mailto:rbrtstapleton@yahoo.com
mailto:rbrtstapleton@yahoo.com


 

Page 8 August 2021 

 

Food Donation Connection 
 Thanks to everyone who picks up food and gives the bags to put it in.  

August Pick Up Rotation 
Wednesday, Aug. 4: Charley Banks; Thursday, Aug. 5: Susan Johnston; Friday, Aug. 6: 

Adamarye Patteson. 

Wednesday, Aug. 11: Jean Mowatt and William Gibbs; Thursday, Aug. 12: Gay and Bob 
Stapleton; Friday, Aug. 13: Adamarye Patteson. 

Wednesday, Aug. 18: Charley Banks; Thursday, Aug. 19: Susan Johnston; Friday, Aug. 
20: Carolyn and Ray Smith 

Wednesday, Aug. 25: Jean Mowatt and Wil-

liam Gibbs; Thursday, Aug. 26: Gay and 

Bob Stapleton; Friday, Aug. 27: Adamarye 

Patteson. 

Be Prepared — Read the Scriptures 
August Lectionary Readings  

Aug. 1 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a;  Psalm 51:1-12;  Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35. 

Aug. 8 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33;  Psalm 130;  Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-

51.  

Aug. 15 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14; Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58.  

Aug. 22 
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43;  Psalm 84;  Ephesians 6:10-20;  John 

6:56-69. 

Aug. 28 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-
15, 21-23. 
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whelmed, day after day, by the awesome examples of God’s Creation we were privi-
leged to see. Even driving from one national park to another we enjoyed beautiful vis-
tas. 

 God is the Master Artist. Not only are His creations beautiful, but they’re practical 
and superbly engineered. 

 Engineered? One of our tour guides (guided tours are the only way to go to these 
places) told us about how forest fires are good for the forests. Hang on, Smokey Bear 
and read on. The main fir tree in both Yellowstone and Glacier is the lodge pole pine 
(pinus contorta). Tall, straight trees with branches and 
pine needles high up in the forest canopy. 

 Lodge pole pine trees don’t have regular pinecones 
like other conifers. Lodge pole pinecones are covered in 
a natural resin – generated by the tree – that holds in 
the seeds, unlike the pinecones we’re used to. This res-
in, which prevents the cones from bursting open and 
spreading the seeds, melts at a temperature of 113° F 
(45° C), an ambient temperature that is never reached 
in these forests. Except, that is, during a forest fire. 

 When the fire comes through, the resin in the lodge pole pinecones melts and the 
seeds burst out and fall to the ground. Because the seeds are black, they blend into the 
blackened, nutrient-rich forest floor soil and the birds can’t find them. 

 The forest fire also clears out the high branches (canopy) in the forest, allowing 
grasses, loblolly pines and other flora to flourish. Meanwhile, those lodgepole pine 
seeds germinate and grow and years later, the cycle is repeated. You can read more 
about this phenomenon here. 

 What a story! What a creation! Not only is God the Master Artist, He’s the Master 
Engineer. Praise God for the world He’s given us and for all his blessings. 

(Continued from page 1) 

God: The Master Engineer  

https://herebydesign.net/up-in-smoke-why-lodgepole-pines-love-a-good-forest-fire/
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Sunday Worship 
Every Sunday at 11 a.m. at Greenwood  

And on Zoom (click here) or dial 301-715-8592 

Meeting ID: 829 5710 1589; password: 929829 

Also on Facebook Live 

Tuesday Prayer Call 
Every Tuesday, 8 to 8:15 a.m. on Zoom (click here) or dial 301-715-8592 

Meeting ID: 851 1374 4202; password: 452446 

 But thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! We can do all things through 
Christ who gives us strength. His Holy Spirit empowers us to fight back. Paul also 
writes,  “We do not wage war according to human standards; for the weapons of our 
warfare are not merely human, but they have divine power to destroy strongholds. We 
destroy arguments and every proud obstacle raised up against the knowledge of God, 
and we take every thought captive to obey Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5) 

 We are empowered by the Holy Spirit, so we can choose the mind of Christ. And as 
we mature in our relationship with Christ, the fruit produced in our lives—love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control—will 
give us everything we need to win the war within. 

“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and de-
sires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the 

Spirit.”  

— Galatians 5:24-25 NRSV 

Peace and blessing to all. 

— Pastor Josette Franklin 

(Continued from page 2) 

The War Within  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957101589?pwd=aEtEUk91VmNhQllVZWpGMEVLSHhqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85113744202?pwd=cTUrNjVGK3NXM1hBTUV4OUVjS2FIZz09
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andria); and Indian Church RVA (Richmond). 

• The 2022 budget was approved without includ-
ing the District Alignment Team (DAT) and implementation of District Alignment 
Team (iDAT) expenditures. 

• Bishop Lewis preached on our theme “United as One” at the closing worship 
service on June 19 to wrap up the conference.   

• From 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 19, the District representatives gave a re-
port on what their district had done during the week or were doing on the 
afternoon of June 19 regarding school kits, health kits and food deliveries to 
food pantries. 

• Next year (June, 2022), the Virginia Annual Conference will be in-person in 
Hampton. 

 There were other aspects of the Annual Conference that we could access virtually. I 
attended each of these pre-recorded events: Retirement Worship Service; Service of 
Ordering of Ministry; Laity Celebration Worship; Service of Remembrance; Service of 
Licensing of Local Pastors and Deaconess Commissioning.  
 Visit the Virginia Conference website here, to view recorded conference sessions, 
special services, pictures, 2021 appointments and more. 
 I want to thank both Greenwood and Laurel Park for sending me as a delegate to 
this session of the Virginia Annual Conference. 

(Continued from page 5) 

U n i t e d  a s  O n e  

Hymn Sing at Hillcrest  
  After months of waiting and waiting,  the Hymn Sing is returns to Hillcrest Baptist 
Church on Thursday, Sept. 2 at 10 a.m. We have missed this time of praise and fellow-
ship and are excited and look forward to seeing everyone return in September.  Lunch 

will be served and donations are appreciated. For more 
information call Jean Sharp at  804-402-3842. Hillcrest 
located at 11342 Hillcrest Rd. in Hanover. 

https://vaumc.org/ac2021/
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Greenwood Church Family  
Birthdays 

Linda Wagner ....................... 8/2 
Nancy Yeary ......................... 8/3 
Alan Daniel ........................... 8/9 
Ray Smith ........................... 8/13 

Jeannette Jackson ................. 8/14 
Madison Elliott ...................... 8/15 
Javier Shuler .......................... 8/22 

 

Don’t see your birthday or wedding anniversary in The Twig Bender and would like to 
have us publish it? Send your dates to admin@gumcva.org or call the church office at 
804-266-5341; likewise, let us know if you’d like your birthday or anniversary removed. 

Tw i g  B e n d e r  
is a publication of Greenwood United Methodist Church 

Office Phone: 804-266-5341 
Office email: admin@gumcva.org 

10040 Greenwood Road, Glen Allen, VA 23060 

In-Person and Virtual Worship: 11 a.m. Sunday  

Pastor:  Pastor Josette L. Franklin 
 Phone: 804-238-9318  
 Email: josettefranklin@vaumc.org  
Office hours: 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Tuesday — Friday 
Fax:  804-266-2019 
Education Building Phone: 804-266-6668 

Lay Leader: Lewis Daniel 
Acting Music Director: Jackie Schultz 
Twig Bender editor: Steve Stalnaker 
Web site: www.gumcva.org 

© 2021 Greenwood UMC — all rights reserved 

Anniversaries 

Alan & Emily Daniel  ................. 8/11 
Patty & Bill Prout ..................... 8/14 
Teresa & Darrell Coleman ........ 8/24 

Richard & Mary Walker ..... 8/24 
Carolyn & Ray Smith .......... 8/29 
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School Supply Drive Donation List 
 

 

Baby wipes Hand wipes, antibacterial 

Backpack or book bag 
Headphones or earbuds, pair, 
inexpensive 

Binder two-inch, 3-ring Highlighters 

Binder, 1-inch white w/clear 
sleeve on front, 3-ring 

Index cards, 3x5, package 

Binder, re-enforcers 
Markers, broad line,  
“classic colors” 

Box, pencil/crayon, no zippers Markers, dry erase 

Clay, 4-pack - yellow, green, red, 
blue 

Notebook, spiral, wide ruled 

Composition books, black & 
white marble 

Paper, loose-leaf, wide-ruled, 3 
hole 

Crayons 24 pack, “classic colors” Pencils #2 

Divider, notebook, plastic tab, 3-
ring 

Pencils, pre-sharpened 

Eraser, caps 
Plastic bags, gallon size, slider 
closure 

Erasers, large pink 
Plastic bags, quart size, slider 
closure 

Folder, plastic, 2 pockets 
Plastic bags, snack size, slider 
closure 

Folder, plastic, 3-pronged 
Pouch, pencil, zippered, binder, 
3-hole 

Glue sticks, large Scissors, child-safe, metal 

Glue sticks, small Scissors, child-safe, plastic 

Hand sanitizer, liquid, bottle Tissues, box 



 

 

Greenwood United Methodist Church 
 August 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion 

Sunday 
11 a.m. In-

Person and 
Virtual Wor-
ship 

2 
Nat’l Ice 

Cream 
Sandwich 
Day 

3 
8 a.m. Pray-

er Call 
Nat’l Water-

melon Day 

4  
U.S. Coast  

Guard Day 

5 
Nat’l Under-

wear Day 

6 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

7 
8 a.m.  
Men’s  
Breakfast 
 

8  
11 a.m. In-

Person 
and Virtual 
Worship 

9  
Book Lovers’ 

Day 

10  
8 a.m. Pray-

er  Call 

11 
6 p.m. Fi-

nance 
Committee 

12 
 10:30 a.m. 

GLC Com-
mittee 

7 p.m. Rich-
mond Bee-

13 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

14 
Nat’l Cream- 

sicle Day 

15  
11 a.m. In-

Person 
and Virtual 
Worship  

16 
Nat’l Tell a 

Joke Day 

17 
8 a.m. Pray-

er Call 

18  
Bad Poetry 

Day 

19 
Aviation Day 

20 
Twig Bender 

Deadline 
6 p.m. Food 

Dist. 

21 
Senior Citi-

zens’ Day 

22 
11 a.m. In-

Person 
and Virtual 
Worship 

23 
Ride the  
Wind Day 

24 
8 a.m. Pray-

er Call 
 

25 
Nat’l Banana 

Split Day 

26 
Women’s  
Equality  
Day 

27 
6 p.m. Food 

Distribu-
tion 

28 
World Daffo-

dil Day 

29 
School Sup-

plies Due 
11 a.m. In-

Person 
and Virtual 

30 
Frankenstein  
Day 

31 
8 a.m. Pray-

er Call 

    

Friendship Quilters 

Virginia Sales Tax Holiday 

Tax Holiday 

August is Nat’l  
Peach Month 
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Mark Your Calendars 
Sep. 6 ...................................................................................................... Labor Day 
Sep. 8 ............................................................. Greenwood Learning Center Opens 
Oct. 11 ............................................................................................. Columbus Day 
Oct. 27 ..................................................................................... Charge Conference 
Oct. 30 ................................................................................... Brunswick Stew Sale 
Oct. 31 ................................................................................................... Halloween 
Nov. 1 ................................................................................................ All Saints Day 
Nov. 25 ........................................................................................ Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 28 ............................................................................... First Sunday of Advent 

G r e e n w o o d  V i s i o n  

Loving 
Learning to love and con-
nect with God and People 

 
» 

Growing 
Acquiring tools for being 

transformed into the 
image of Christ 

 
» 

Serving 
Participating in church 

ministry and community 
outreach 

Greenwood UMC Mission  
The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world. — Matt. 28:19 


